
Lettering Can Be Such a Delight by Scrapdolly 
 
 
Learn how to get the most from inexpensive downloadable alphabets that you can use 
time and time again. They are perfect for both digital and hybrid scrapping and so 
simple to use.  
 
I wonder how many of you suffer, as I do, from an almost obsessive compulsion to collect 
fonts and letter stickers, alphabet stamps and rub ons? It’s a logical addicition isn’t it? I 
mean, scrapbook pages have to have letters so you NEED to collect them. How is it, then, 
that I never seem to have quite the right size or font or colour that I need, or the letter I need 
is missing, or the style isn’t quite right.  
 
Well, there is a solution to some of those problems – you could invest in some downloadable, 
printable, digital lettering.  
 
What is available?  
 
There are many sites which offer printable lettering, but one of the most well known sites, 
and personally I think one of the most usable sites with the biggest range, is Lettering 
Delights. (www.creativedelights.com/letteringdelights)  They do offer regular true type fonts 
which you can use in your usual programs, but then there are so many sites where you can 
download regular true type fonts for free (for example www.dafont.com)  that they may not be 
the best place to look for that type of font. Lettering Delights do offer something different 
though. It is their stunning and varied alphabets, and their journaling blocks, tags and clip art,  
that really capture my imagination.  
 
These alphabets are not true type fonts and you can’t use them to type with in a regular 
program. They act more like JPEGs with attitude – and what attitude!  
 
You need to download the free browser from the site to be able to use them, but once you 
have that, you are all set. They are simple to use and can be so effective.  
The alphabets themselves come in an enormous range. There are classic, vintage style 
alphabets, plenty of alphabets which are fun and quirky, unusual ideas which you may only 
ever use only once and classics which you will find yourself using again and again. There are 
over 1000 different alphabets to choose from. They are $3.99 each, but they often have $1 
sales where everything on the site 
is just a dollar. Remember, that is a 
dollar for an alphabet you can use 
as many times as you like, printing 
them at whatever size you want and 
even being able to play with the 
colour and the saturation so it 
matches your page perfectly.  
I can guarantee that when you start 
to look you will be spoilt for choice.   
Look at the sample page showing 
just a few of my favourites and 
imagine the fun you could have 
playing with them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.creativedelights.com/letteringdelights
http://www.dafont.com/


 
 
 
How do they work? 
 
You browse the site and put whatever takes your fancy into the cart. IMPORTANT 
WARNING – the carts are bottomless and so hold a terrific amount and it is so easy to get 
carried away! When you checkout you will end up with a download screen and you download 
the exe. files to your computer. You can pay extra to receive a backup disc, but I usually 
make my own backup disc in case anything happens to my hard drive. Once you have 
downloaded the free browser, clicking on the exe. files puts the fonts directly into your 
browser.  
 
 
 
 
When you open the browser it looks 
like screen shot 1 here. You type the 
text you want into the box – in this 
case I typed the word Lilo – and then 
you scroll down the installed 
alphabets and pick which one looks 
right for the project. I have selected 
JDA Hawaiian warm. When you are 
happy you click add.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If the colours are not what you want 
you can play around with tone and 
saturation. Some of the alphabets 
won’t look good if you change the 
colours, so it is really a matter of trial 
and error. To alter the colours you 
click on the word in the box showing 
the word in the selected alphabet (The 
box with ‘add’ at the side)  It will bring 
up another window and you can use 
the sliders to alter the saturation and 
the colour. (See Screen shot 2) This is 
exactly the same alphabet that I used 
for the page on Lilo. I altered them to 
tone in with the pictures and papers. 

Once you are happy with the colours click copy and then paste the word into whichever 
program you are going to use to size and print it. Remember you can also play around with 
the colour and saturation of the alphabets in a photo application like Digital Pro, or Elements 
for example. You can make the letters huge, as I did with the Lilo page, although if they 
become too large the outer edges can look a little pixelated and jagged. You simple edge 
them with a fibre tip pen, ink them or cut off the jagged edge.  
 
 
 



Being able to print the alphabets as many times as you want and whatever size you want 
makes them such good value for money.  Do keep the alphabets for yourself, though.  
 

Sharing the downloadable  files with others 
is a serious breach of copyright.  
 
 
Here you can see the finished Lilo page. The 
letters were printed out in the altered colour and 
at a large size.  
 
For $3.99 I have an alphabet I can use over and 
over again, whatever size I want and, within 
reason, whatever colour I want. Now you can’t 
say fairer than that can you?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have dropped the word ‘scrapbook’, with 
the colour altered as I wanted it, into a new 
Word document. (Publisher or any DTP 
application would work just as easily)  
You can then manipulate the size and shape 
of the word. Remember, it isn’t made up 
from individual letters, but the whole word 
acts like a JPEG.  (See screenshot 3) 
 
 
 

 
 
I like to print mine out on cardstock or, if I want a 
shiny effect, I print them onto photo paper and 
then mount that onto card. You can get 
interesting effects using textured cardstock.  In 
the layout ‘Sandcastles’ I printed the sandy 
letters onto a very heavily textured cardstock 
and it does look like sand.  
 
In the page about Mickey and Minnie shown at 
the end of this article I wanted very shiny letters 
and so they were printed onto photographic 
paper and then mounted onto cardstock before 
being cut out.  It is then simply a matter of 
cutting out the letters if you want them to be 
individual letters.  



 
I will also often mount them on foam squares to give a really three dimensional effect.  
 
 Some of the alphabets are very spindly and delicate – they look wonderful printed as a title 
block onto cardstock or on a transparency and then overlayed on the page.  
 
Lettering delights also produce downloadable printable journaling blocks to match many of 
their alphabets. These can be used on their own or with the alphabets to give a co-ordinated 
effect. I used one of the co-ordinating journaling blocks and some of the photo corners on the 
Lilo layout. You simply add your own text and print it out.  
 
And it doesn’t have to stop at scrapbooking. You can use them to make very quick and 
simple cards too. The possibilities are endless.  
 
So, you thought you were already addicted to lettering. I feel a whole host of people will be 
joining me in my Lettering Delights obsession too! 
 
 

 
 


